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Tribute to Donnie Maciver by Christopher Martin on behalf of the Kirk Session

On the evening of Wednesday 22nd October 2014,
the Kirk Session and congregation were saddened
to hear of the passing of Mr Donnie Maciver in the
Western Isles Hospital where he had been for less
than week.
It was in the High Church that Donnie met Daisy and
married her and they were blessed with a loving and
caring family, Isobel, Catherine, and Derick. Donnie
loved teaching the young folk in the church about the
word of God and what Jesus had done at Calvary,
he prayed much over the classes and seeking them
God’s blessing in their lives. Donnie was always
ready to give and willing to witness for the Saviour
and gave himself tirelessly to the work of God not
only in the High Church but also much of his time
was given to attending prayer meetings for various mission works throughout the world, keeping
in contact with any individuals who visited the island speaking about their work in many countries
in the world.
The last few years have not been easy for Donnie with multiple health problems.
However whenever possible he attended worship services up to a few weeks before his final
illness.
Donnie was not ashamed to own and serve his Master, or to defend the name and word of God.
There are particular memories people will have and many have spoken of his strong faith and
prayer giving clear evidence of his trust in God and his grace to change lives.
The Lord worked in Donnie’s life, The Lord used his life and witness and kept him faithful until
death.
We give thanks as a Kirk Session and congregation for his life, and we give God the glory.

For me to live is Christ, to die is gain. Phil. 1 v 21.

Elders and Deacons Ordained into High Free Church

A er being re-elected by the congrega on at a previous mee ng, it was arranged that on Sunday 9th
November, the Elders and Deacons of High Free Church, Stornoway would be oﬃcially ordained as
oﬃce bearers in the Free Church.
This was a lovely service, conducted by Rev Iver Mar n, Interim Moderator, who along with the Assessor elders from the Free Church Stornoway oﬀered the right hand of friendship.

Statement from Vacancy Commi ee
At a mee ng of the vacancy commi ee on January 19th, it was decided to draw up a shortlist of
four ministers, each of whom would be invited to
preach for a second me. These were: Rev Andrew Longwe, Rev Paul Gibson, Rev David Meredith and Rev Alasdair Macleod (Ullapool). Since
then, two of them (Paul Gibson and David Meredith) have replied to say that while they appreciated being considered they were not of a mind to
return. Rev Alasdair Macleod will preach (DV) on
March 15th and Rev Andrew Longwe has not given a date as yet. Please note that their agreement to preach gives no indica on of interest
and does not place them or the congrega on under any obliga on. That is where we are at present. There will be a mee ng of the vacancy commi ee on Tuesday 17th February at 8:30pm in
the Re rement Centre.
I Mar n, Interim Moderator.

I think that I shall never see
A Church that’s all it
ought to be;
A church whose members never stray
Beyond the straight
and narrow way!
A Church that has no
empty pews,
Whose pastor never
has the blues,
A Church whose elders always seek
And none is proud,
and all are meek;
Where gossips never
peddle lies,
Or make complaints

and criticize;
Where all are always
sweet and kind
And to all others’
faults are blind.
Such perfect churches
there may be,
But none of them are
known to me.
But still we’ll work and
pray and plan
To make our own the
best we can.
(Author Unknown)

Donnie Maciver’s Testimony
I was born in Chile but brought up in Argenna and my parents were from Lochs. I lived
out in the farms in Argen na. It was miles
from any town. Most people were farm
workers and it was quite a big farm we lived
on. There would be in the height of the season 130 workers, in the winter there would
be only 20 or 30 workers.
I wasn’t near any church as there was none
nearby. All that I knew about Chris anity
came from what I learned at home. There
was no connec on with church outside the
home. Most people were catholic born but
not prac sing.

I was on the farms un l I went to school.
The nearest town to us was in Chile but we
went to school in Argen na but it was further away from where we stayed. I went to
primary school and then secondary school
but it wasn’t the same in Lewis. I le school
early about 14 years old. I then started work
on the farm and shepherding. There is a
photo of me on horseback from when I
started work looking a er sheep. Although
there was not much interest in religion, my
mother was a Chris an. I always said I
would not come back to Lewis and intended
to stay in Argen na but when it came to it I

All that I knew about ChrisƟanity came from what I learned at home.

Donnie’s Work in the
Church
I became a Deacon in
1959, five years a er I
became a member. In
1966
I became an Elder. I
became a Sunday
School Teacher possibly before I became a
member in 1953. This
was as soon as I started
going to the prayer
mee ng. We had almost 200 children
coming to the Sunday
school at one point.
I became Superintendent of the Sunday
School in 1970, I think
and I was there ll
1996 - 26 years. A lot
of changes.

My father died shortly a er we arrived. I think we may have only
been here the weekend, and my mother and I came to live in Stornoway. I started work in the town and started going to the High
Church with my mother. It started to appeal to me and I was interested. A er a couple of years I was going to the mee ngs. I was
going to mee ngs and conven ons which was a contrast to someone who ini ally had no interest.
I remember one Saturday night a er work I was going to the picture house but instead of going there I ended up going to the conven on mee ng in the Town Hall. People had started taking note
that I was going to church and that night I was asked if I wanted to
go with them. I was about 22 years old then. There was a crowd of
them. I started going to the house mee ngs with them too. The
change came like that. I was asked if I wanted to go to the prayer
mee ng on a Tuesday night and I said yes.
We were in the upper hall at the English prayer mee ng, maybe
20 – 25 people at it. Even on a Sunday morning, two rows in the
hall would have been all at the English service. Everyone was going to the Gaelic services then, the minister was Rev. MacCuish.
So I was going to both services on the Sunday and to the midweek
English prayer mee ng. There used to be a thing called the Chrisan Endeavour that I went to as well. Then I became a member in
the High Church in 1954. I moved on from there. In the prayer
mee ng I was praying every week. The only other male member
was Evans who was a Technical teacher. A er he le I was the
only male member and I was up praying every week.

God has been faithful.

Life on Lewis
I have lived in Lewis since coming home and I met Daisy, my wife in the Church. She had been
in Canada for a few years to work but when she came back she joined the group I was in. It was
there she met me.
When I moved to Lewis I started joinery work.
I’ve been a Chris an since 1953 and I remember the tail end of the Lewis Revival. I’ve had a varied life. God has been faithful. I lived in Argen na, not wan ng to leave but I had to come
here. There the farm had running water and electricity, In Lochs it was lly lamps for a while.
The summers in Argen na were good but you got plenty snow. It was diﬀerent seasons when I
was in school. I would stay from September ll Christmas, then a couple of weeks at home.
Then from the beginning of the year you were away ll May me. The nearest town was seven
hours away by bus where we stayed. You were travelling all day to get there.
When the gospel hit home I realised there was no use pu ng it oﬀ and neglec ng it. I realised
one day I would have to give an account.

Sunday School
Buildings Commi ee
Property Commi ee
The process of looking for a permanent
home for the Congrega on started in
earnest back in September 2014. The
Deacons court met to discuss the best
way to progress the ma er and a group
of six people were approached to undertake the ini al task with a remit to;
1. Locate land suitable to erect a building.
or
2. Source an exis ng property in Stornoway with a view to re-development.
The six people asked were;
Howard Maciver
Derek Mackenzie
Charles Nicolson
Robert France
Norman Maciver
Angus Macleod (Chairperson)

Since the beginning of the school session around
60 children a end the Sunday School on a regular
basis. We now have classes ranging from P1 to S3.
We are using new teaching material called “Click”
this year. This is an excellent resource which is
very bible based.
Once again the Sunday School would like to
reiterate their thanks for the generosity shown to
them at the beginning of the session.

The first mee ng was held by the group at the end of September and has met almost weekly since
then spending 1-2 hours each me looking at diﬀerent op ons. A er several weeks seven areas of
land in and around Stornoway were iden fied. A er presen ng the op ons to the Deacons court
the list was further narrowed down to three poten als. The sites were chosen for diﬀerent reasons;
Loca on, aﬀordability, availability and how we felt we were being led. This process has lent itself to
having doors closing whilst others opening.
Presently we are s ll pursuing three sites and are at various stages of inves ga on. We feel as a
group a purpose built church is the preferred op on rather than to alter an exis ng older style
building, however the op on of purchasing exis ng premises is not oﬀ the radar. The group are
working under the authority of the Deacons Court and will keep the congrega on updated on the
next stage.
A permanent place for public worship and a building to have fellowship in will give the congregaon a much needed sense of iden ty. We as a group are conscious of the importance of the task
and value everyone's prayers as we seek God's guidance, that he would direct our steps, keep us all
in unity with a fresh sense of vision to enable us to plant a new church in our town.
Church Manse
Also the Congrega on are presently ren ng a house at Columbia Place, this has proved an excellent
facility both in its loca on to Stornoway Primary and its high standard of condi on. The property
has enabled us to have a base for visi ng Ministers to stay in. We are very grateful to Paul Murray
currently studying Divinity at the Free Church College in Edinburgh for making his house available.
At the last Deacons court held in January, it was decided rather than stay in long term rented accommoda on it would
be prudent to purchase a house. This would give us a permanent anchor in our community. A couple of members from
the Property commi ee accompanied members of the congrega on to have a look at what was available in the current

High Free Youth Club
In 2011 some Sunday school teachers felt there was a need for young people in our congrega on and their friends to get together, the opportunity to
meet up, enjoy themselves, chill out with friends and learn more about God.
The nights start with ac vi es then some snack followed by a short talk, tesmony or film. Despite worrying nobody would turn up on the first night 12
young people came along. Three years later 30 - 40 young people regularly
a end our youth night.
We have had barbecue, football, unihoc, cra s, cake decora ng, treasure
hunts, ten pin bowling and dancing (not strictly just a video). Looking back
over the three years we have had some amazing tes monies and speakers,
movie nights including Grace Card, Ring the Bell and recently God's Not
Dead.
It’s encouraging to see young people from diﬀerent backgrounds and
churches coming along with friends. The move from the church with all the
facili es was diﬃcult but we are blessed with the use of the Bridge Centre. Running alongside the Youth Night is the Bible Study, it’s amazing to
think teenagers mee ng on a Saturday night mee ng to discuss God's word.
It’s not easy for young people to open up in front of their peers and the relaxed set up should help overcome this. As leaders we can be discouraged
by our own shortcomings but God con nues to bless our me together.

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will
not depart from it.
Prov 21 v6

A big thank you to the Kirk Session and the Church for all their support and prayers for our Young People

Encouragement for Communion Season
Sitting at the Lord's table
ought to be one of the first
natural steps in the Christian
life. When a person comes to
trust in Jesus, remembering
his death in the way he commanded should be a simple
act of obedience. Instead, in
our island culture "coming
forward" became a big issue
where all kinds of obstacles
can prevent a believer doing
what Jesus asks of us.

The first obstacle is strangely the Bible itself. If you use the AV you’ll
have often stopped at 1 Corinthians 11:27 “Whosoever shall eat this
bread and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily shall be guilty of the
body and blood of the Lord……he that eateth and drinketh unworthily,
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s
body.” This appears to suggest that the very act of eating and drinking,
if we are not “worthy” is a kind of unforgivable sin, leading to automatic
damnation. Many genuine Christians have been frightened away from
the Lord’s Table by this verse and have never become members,
thinking themselves to be “unworthy” of it. This is very unfortunate and
shows a misunderstanding of the verse.
The Corinthian Church had strayed into the practice of confusing an
ordinary meal with the Lord’s Supper. What’s more, that meal had become more of a feast with some people gorging themselves and becoming drunk while others had very little food. Paul had to warn the
Corinthians that they were making a mockery of the Lord’s death, and
were failing to discern what they were supposed to be doing.
This is very different from the person who thinks that they are not good
enough to be a member because of failures in their own life. If you are
waiting to reach a certain standard when do you think you’ll get there?
And what will prove to you that you have arrived? That time will never
come so the moment to obey Jesus is now.

The second obstacle is ourselves. First, we naturally compare
ourselves to other Christians, many of whom we regard as
better than we are. This may be true. I can think of many
Christians who are much more obedient and committed to the
Lord than I am.
But that should not stop me remembering the Lord’s death.

Second, we fear that after coming into membership we will fall
into sin and let the
Lord down. But that
fear should be in all of
us, and should not
stop us sitting at the
table. Do we really imagine that we will be
less likely to fall if we
are NOT members?

Third, we think that
we are too young in
the faith. But how old were the disciples? Their behaviour
showed time and again their immaturity and ignorance. Not to
mention their imminent desertion of him that very night when
he was arrested. Yet, knowing all of this the Lord still invited
them “Do this in remembrance of me.”
That is the command to keep in mind. If you have come to follow Jesus, trusting in his death and turning away from sin,
then the Lord’s table is your place.
I Martin, Interim Moderator.

Life Changing
That is the only way I can describe how I
feel about the recent trip to Gambia.
What started out as a flee ng thought two
years ago about how I would like to go
there someday turned to reality on 12th
November when a group of 14 met at Pier
No1 to say Goodbye to the Island for ten
days and start out on a journey which I
hope has impacted lives out there as much
as it did the group of excited travellers.
I am quite sure between the fourteen of us
we could compile a lengthy book about the
People, places, Highs and lows of our journey but I’d like to just share about a few of
the most memorable moments from my
perspec ve.
SGOIL CREIDEAMH – Faith School
I was incredibly blessed to be asked to speak
to the children at the Bible school in
Kabekel. Jonathan’s Dad Ian oﬃcially named
the school Sgoil Creideamh at which around
250 children were present. We played some
games with them and
were given the most
amazing welcome, before I was tasked with
teaching them the story
of Jesus first miracle,
turning the water into
wine. Mary (commi ee
member) who runs the
Faith School weekly was
transla ng and ac ng as
I spoke and acted. An
unforge able experience in so many ways.

LEARNING TO BE FRIENDLY…..TO EVERY‐
ONE
If I was to describe the Gambian people,
the first word would be friendly. Whether
they wanted to talk to you, sell something
to you or ask for money they taught me
that a smile and a warm welcome TO EVERYONE breaks barriers down. I was so challenged by this in my own life & especially
with regard to outreach. Our society
doesn’t really do talking to strangers, Gambians make you feel like you are a long lost
rela ve. Food for thought.

David is the dot of Orange completely surrounded by the Children

HUMBLED
On the Saturday evening we met
with the parents of most of the 35
children that are sponsored through
the charity. This truly put things in
perspec ve as the parents took
turns to speak about how they &
their families have been so blessed
through the generosity of sponsorship. Heartache, Trials, Family bereavements & all with the background of financial hardship broke
my heart and the hearts of the
whole group. What struck me most
of all though was their thankfulness
for the prayers oﬀered for them
from back home, They truly value
our prayers. PRAY WITHOUT CEASING. It was without ques on the
most emo onal thing I have ever
witnessed and has made me realise
all the more, the necessity of giving
to the poor financially & prayerfully.

REFLECTIONS
Looking back on the trip, the
country, the people & the
group leaves me with the
deepest sense of thankfulness to God. I am thankful for
the opportunity to serve Him
in another part of the world
knowing that He had put a
burden in my heart for the
people there whom I had
never met. I am thankful for
experiencing a church service
worshipping alongside people
I knew to be Chris ans with
no thought of what denomina on they are in, they worship My Lord and that’s
enough for me. I am thankful
for the Brothers and sisters
out there who I got to spend

me with and learn from. I
am thankful for all the folk I
was given the opportunity to
share the gospel with. I am
thankful for the group which
God handpicked to be there
with me.
But most of all I am thankful
that Jesus was with us everywhere we went, protec ng,
guiding, blessing and being
the Good Shepherd he promises to be to us.
THANK YOU LORD JESUS

David is currently doing a sponsored Row the River Gambia for this Charity, if you would like to
donate please visit h ps://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/davidgraham4gambia

Message from Our Interim Moderator

It’s a real privilege for me to write something for this first
High Free Church newsle er. It has been thrilling to see the
enthusiasm with which the newsle er has been ini ated and
I am certain that the congrega on will benefit from the
news, informa on and other helpful ar cles which you’ll find
in it.
Why do we exist as a congrega on? That ques on can (and indeed should) be asked of any
church. What is the church all about? The Apostle Peter answers that ques on in one sentence
in his first le er: “…that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light.”
This tells us first that our purpose is to proclaim. We are here to tell or to announce. Our work
in Stornoway is to make known the gospel to those who haven’t heard it (and indeed to those
who have!). We are to look for opportuni es to make contacts within our community in order
to share with the people around us that Christ died to reconcile sinners to himself. It means
also that each Sunday, we are to make sure that the gospel is heard clearly. Right now I’m
certain that the issue of who might be the new minister is uppermost on the minds of most.
This is a crucial ques on because the clear preaching of God’s truth is key to the future of the
congrega on. I trust that you are earnestly praying that the Lord will lead you collec vely to
the right man and that he will equally lead the right man to the High Free Church.
But Peter’s answer extends also to our worship. We are here to “proclaim the excellencies of
him”. In addi on to our outreach and preaching, we do that in the collec ve expression of our
praise which includes our singing and mes of corporate prayer. I am convinced that something
happens within our worship services that doesn’t happen at other mes. A service is not just
about who is preaching or the quality of the sermon. It is equally about the quality of our praise
and unity of our fellowship. It was when the disciples were all together in one place that the
Holy Spirit came among them. Our singing must be Christ centred, melodic and enthusias c.
Our prayer must be focused and earnest. Our love for one another must be real and ac ve.
May the Lord bless us all in our fellowship, worship and witness.

I Mar n, Interim Moderator.

